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Volume 6, Issue 7 

October 2016 

 

The National Bee Unit has con-
firmed a sighting of the Asian hor-
net in the Tetbury area of 
Gloucestershire – the first time 
the hornet has been discovered in 
the UK. 

The Asian hornet is smaller than 
our native hornet and poses no 
greater risk to human health than a bee.  However, they do pose a risk 
to honeybees. 

Work to identify, destroy and remove any nests is already underway, 
which includes: 

 setting up a 3 mile surveillance zone around Tetbury 

 opening a local control centre to coordinate the response 

 deploying bee inspectors across the area who will use infrared cam-
eras and traps to locate any nests 

 readying nest disposal experts who will use pesticides to kill the hor-
nets and destroy any nests 

Nicola Spence, Defra Deputy Director for Plant and Bee Health, said: 

‘We have been anticipating the arrival of the Asian hornet for some 
years and have a well-established protocol in place to eradicate them 
and control any potential spread. 

Continues 

 
Asian Hornet in the UK! 

Photograph of the Asian hornet identified 
in Gloucestershire  
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Exeter County Court Judgement 
 

BBKA’s Tim Lovett, Director of Public Affairs, issued the following statement on Friday, 
2nd September. 
 

In the Small Claims Court on Tuesday 23rd August, Deputy District Judge Priddis re-
jected Daniel Basterfield’s claim against the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA), 
for non-payment of disputed sums invoiced for work in connection with the  BBKA’s 
training programmes.  Judge Priddis expressed the view that she wished the matter 
had been settled earlier without involving the legal system. 
 

Following the judgement, BBKA Chairman Margaret Mudin urged all involved to draw a line under this 
matter and hoped that all would concentrate on working together again harmoniously in the best interest 
of bees and beekeeping. 

 

Editor’s Note:  Dan Basterfield has responded to this Press Release, - too large a document to reproduce here.  Members who 
require a copy should e-mail the County Secretary: secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Wanted - Experience with facebook 
 

West Sussex BKA is setting up its own facebook page to support beekeeping in West Sus-
sex and promote its annual events such as the Convention and Bee Market & Auction. 
 
If you have experience of establishing a presence on facebook and are prepared to 
work with me to establish the WSBKA page and manage the contents I would love 
to hear from you. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

‘It is important to remember they pose no greater risk to human health than a bee, though we recognise 
the damage they can cause to honeybee colonies.  That’s why we are taking swift and robust action to 
identify and destroy any nests. 

‘We remain vigilant across the country, working closely with the National Bee Unit and their nationwide 
network of bee inspectors’. 

A local control centre will be opened tomorrow near Tetbury and bee inspectors from around England will 
be closely monitoring a three mile radius around the initial sighting. 

They will be supported by nest disposal experts who will use an approved pesticide to destroy any hor-
nets and remove any nests. 

The hornet found in Tetbury is currently undergoing DNA testing at the National Bee Unit in North York-
shire to help establish how it arrived in the UK. 
 
The hornet arrived in France in 2004 and is now common across large areas of Europe.  It was discovered 
for the first time in Jersey and Alderney this summer.  It is believed the species will not be able survive in 
the north of the UK due to colder winters.  
 

DEFRA Press Release 20th September 2016.   For advise on how to identify the Asian hornet visit our website: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html.                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                Continues on Page 8 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html


V OLU ME  6,  ISS UE  7  Page 3 

Now every beekeeper can BeeConnected. 
This new web-based communication system between farmers and bee-
keepers is now open to all beekeepers to register and to receive alerts 
from local farmers of insecticide spraying events. 
 
BeeConnected is a nationwide initiative that provides a more efficient and 
effective way for farmers to inform beekeepers of their intention to apply an 
insecticide. 
 
Alerts from farmers will tell local beekeepers by e-mail: 

 When spraying will occur, 
 The crop being treated, 
 The compound being applied 
 And enable appropriate mitigating action to be taken 

 
In addition to receiving accurate and up to date information of a spray event happening in the area 
BeeConnected provides direct contact from local farmers and provides the opportunity to establish a 
relationship with local farmers.   
 
BeeConnected is a joint venture under Voluntary Initiative between the BBKA, National Farmers Union 
and Crop Protection Association. 
 

Register now at www.beeconnected.org.uk 

BeeConnected 

Des Res for Honeybees 

If you are looking for a new or an additional home for your bees a landowner in the 
Midhurst area may be able to help. 
 
The available site  covers about an acre of field on the National Trust Common at 
Woolbeding.  The common is covered in gorse and heather offering a good environ-
ment for honeybees. 
 
If you are interested in investigating this opportunity please contact me in the first 
instance. 
 

Graham 
 

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
Example Only 

Honey Wanted 

Do you have surplus honey for sale?  If so Doug Pearce (Worthing) may be interested in 
buying   your  harvest.   Contact  Doug  on:  07812838439   or    e-mail: 
dougp111@hotmail.com  

http://www.beeconnected.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:dougp111@hotmail.com
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Sussex Beekeepers’ Association will be holding its Annual Convention on Saturday 26th 
November.  Venue is the Uckfield Civic Centre, East Sussex, TN22 1AE.  

 
Speakers will include: Dave Goulson, Pam Hunter, Nikki Gammans, and our own Jim Nor-
folk and Elizabeth Ready.  Cost £25.  Full details and a booking form at: 
www.sbkaconvention.org.uk or from Harold Cloutt 01424 838302, email: 

info@sbkaconvention.org.uk 

Reigate Beekeepers Association (RBKA), a division of Surrey Bee-
keepers is offering a winter course covering all aspects of bee-

keeping microscopy.  The course is 10 sessions, on Wednesday 
evenings from 8 - 10pm spread over autumn 2016 and 
early spring 2017.  The course broadly covers the BBKA Mi-

croscopy exam syllabus, but with a few other areas which would be of interest to those studying BBKA 
Theory Module 5 (Anatomy) but is equally suited to those who just want to learn practical skills, perhaps 
for their own disease analysis or for general interest.  Topics include Acarine and Nosema disease analy-
sis, making pollen slides, analysing pollen from your own honey to dissecting/preparation and mounting 
of anatomical structures onto slides as well as general anatomy dissection. 
 
The course is taught by Celia Perry, Master Beekeeper and Adam Leitch, Master Beekeeper, NDB.  Both 
Celia and Adam hold the BBKA Microscopy certificate, and the course will be hosted at Reigate's new 
teaching apiary pavilion in Newdigate, Surrey.  All materials and tools are supplied, but attendees will be 
required to provide their own compound and dissecting microscope.  (Both Surrey and various divisions 
have their own microscopes, so contact us to discuss if you do not have your own).  The course fee will be 
£120 for RBKA members, and £130 for anyone else.  To request an application form, please email Adam 
on Adam.leitch@gmail.com 

Reigate BKA Microscopy Course 

Sussex (East) Annual Convention 

Meridian BKA Mead Making & Tasting 

I wondered if your members would be interested in attending a tasting 
and talk on Mead making by Mike Wagstaff of 'Chalice Mead' : 
www.chalicemead.co.uk. 
 
The talk will be at St Peter's Hall in Bishops Waltham, SO32 1NS  on 

Thursday 13th  October at 7.00pm. 

 
A small charge of £2 will apply to cover costs and refreshments.  Please 
let me know if you plan to attend. 
 

John Hammond  www.meridianbeekeepers.co.uk 
john@discoverysa.co.uk 

http://www.sbkaconvention.org.uk
mailto:info@sbkaconvention.org.uk
mailto:Adam.leitch@gmail.com
http://www.chalicemead.co.uk
http://www.meridianbeekeepers.co.uk/
mailto:john@discoverysa.co.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd October - ‘Honey Harvesting 

Weekend’ at Wakehurst Place, Ardingly near Haywards Heath        
RH17 6TN from 10am. 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 
or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 11th October -   ‘Hive Heat Losses’.  Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chiches-

ter, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 1st October - Meeting at the teaching apiary from 1:30pm.   As well as the inspection of 

the bees different aspects of the craft will be covered.  Further details from Sue Elliott : 
sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 13th October - Monthly meeting.  Ferring Village Hall, Ferring Street, Ferring, BN12 5JP  at 

7:30pm. 
Further details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Thursday 13th October - Mead tasting and talk by Mike Wagstaff of 

'Chalice Mead' .  Hosted by Meridian BKA at 7pm.  See article in this newslet-
ter.  

Sunday 16th October - London Honey Show - 11am to 4pm at the West-

bourne Suite, Lancaster Terrace, London, W2 2TY.  See article in the July 
newsletter. 

Thursday 27th - Saturday 29th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ.   www.honeyshow.co.uk/.  See lead article in July’s newsletter. 

Saturday 26th November - Sussex (East) BKA Annual Convention.  See article in this newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 

Varroa — to treat or not to treat.   At a meeting earlier this year I asked 

whether there was anyone who did not treat for Varroa and a significant number of 
people put their hand up.  There are arguments for not treating against Varroa: for a 
start treatments are not risk free, ranging from loss of brood, through loss of 
queens, to loss of the whole colony, particularly in the case of MAQS in warmer 
weather.   
 
Then there is the argument that by treating we are selecting for bees that need 
treatment and we need to move to a more natural way of keeping bees, but is move-
able frame beekeeping natural?  There is no doubt that many colonies can get 

through winter without treatment; I have tried without an autumn treatment in a few colonies, only giv-
ing a treatment of oxalic acid at Christmas.  However there are colonies which you can leave alone, and 
there are others you have to treat.   
 
It all comes down to knowing how much Varroa there is; you have to count them.  Counting mites drop-
ping on a tray under an open mesh floor or onto a sticky insert on a solid floor gives a number as does 
counting the mites on a sample of bees taken from a brood frame.  I am not going to debate the merits of 
the different ways of counting Varroa but with any data can you trust it and how reliable is it?  I have 
been counting mites almost since I started keeping bees in 2008 and have built up quite a bit of data on 
mite drops. 

 

Here is a graph showing 
the effect of Apiguard 
treatment on mite drop 
over the first 14 days af-
ter treatment. The more 
mites dropping before 
treatment the more 
Apiguard knocks down. 
This is perhaps a bit obvi-
ous but the important 
thing is that low mite 
counts before treatment, 
don’t produce high 
counts after Apiguard is 
applied.  In other words if 
the mite drop count is 
low, then there probably 
aren’t many mites in the 

hive and we may not need to treat.   
 

So maybe if there are one or two mites dropping per day, no problem yet, you don’t need to treat.  5 
dropping per day and you need to keep a watch, but at 10 dropping per day you are starting to get into 
dangerous numbers of mites and must treat.  The more mites the more viruses in the bees and the 
greater loss of winter bees there will be by early spring.   
 

What we would like to see in spring are strong colonies with plenty of bees able to forage and build up as 
soon as food is available, not a remnant colony huddled together on a couple of frames with a few square  
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inches of brood in March which takes months to reach any size.  Such colonies won’t yield much honey 
and are the product of loss of overwintering bees.   However there is a problem with delaying treatment 
to see how mite numbers develop and that is the later you leave applying thymol-based treatments the  
less effective they are as temperatures fall.  So if you didn’t start Apiguard by the end of August you 
would be too late by now as it is probably too cold.  However, all is not lost, since MAQS works down to 
10°C.  I have applied it in October in the past and it worked.  In fact it is probably safer to use it in cooler 
weather to avoid some of the harsher effects.  Maybe the answer is just to treat all colonies for Varroa 
regardless, after the honey is harvested and not bother about counting mites, but not monitoring and 
then not treating is just asking for trouble. 
 
I know from the queen survey, which we have done for the last two years, that few queens make it into a 
second year.  So I was pleasantly surprised when of my 10 colonies, 9 are going into winter with the same 
queen as last year, having made no preparations to swarm.  The main difference this year is that I pro-
vided plenty of space with either double brood or brood and a half, which may have discouraged swarm 
preparations.  However the other thing I note is this year Varroa levels have been very low except in one 
colony that prepared to swarm, where the Varroa daily drop peaked in double figures in May.   
 
Last year Varroa counts in my colonies were very high, averaging 24 per day by the first week of August 
necessitating some urgent removal of honey and early treatment.  Unfortunately I did not count through 
summer, so don’t know when this high level started, but almost all colonies made preparations to swarm.   
 
This year, at the start of August, the average count was just 1.3 per day and even when I started Apiguard 
at the end of August, average counts were still only 4.5 per day.   I am being a bit speculative but could 
Varroa be contributing to our bees swarming?  Coming at this from the other direction, some research on 
long standing untreated colonies suggests that frequent swarming and small colonies are one of the main 
mechanisms the bees use to survive Varroa.  I think it would be very interesting to see how other people 
have done with their queens this year.  I am hoping as many people as possible will be able to fill in the 
attached queen survey form for 2016 and I would particularly like to know about Varroa levels.  It is also 
not too late to add to the 2014 and 2015 data if you did not do so.  
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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Queen Survey 2016 

This will be the third year we have now run this survey looking at queen 
problems in our area, such as: 

 Young queens were failing early 

 Supersedure of young queens 

 Queens just ‘disappearing’ 
Please see  www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html  
for further explanation. 

 

We are using the same questionnaire for 2016 but it can be used for any earlier year if you have records 
you can transcribe.  Your answers will help us determine the extent of the problem and how it changes 
from year to year.  If you had no problem, we would still like to hear from you. 
 

The Survey is available at the end of this newsletter and a download copy is available on the website for ease of completion:  
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html. 

mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html


We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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The BBC2 quiz show EGGHEADS is looking for contestants!  
They are looking for a team of 6 beekeepers with the quiz-
zing knowledge to take on the resident general knowledge 
geniuses. 
 
If you are interested in being part of a team and would like 
to challenge the Eggheads then contact me - we could win a 
CASH PRIZE! 
 

Graham 

... and finally 

BBC Eggheads Seeking Contestants 

Continued from Page 2 

An update was published by DEFRA on 23rd September.  The NBU has caught several hornets and exam-
ined their genetics; it appears that these hornets are related to those in France.  So they have not come in 
from China or another country.  This is important because they are obviously breeding from quite a small 
genetic pool and may have been weakened from in-breeding.  The issue is whether they flew directly 
from France to Gloucester which is considered unlikely.  So they maybe in other locations already.  This 
needs to be established. So far every hornet found has been found by a beekeeper.   
 
This update can be read in full on the BBKA website:  
www.bbka.org.uk/files/pressreleases/theasianhornet-vespavelutina.docx_(1)_1474905146.pdf 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.bbka.org.uk/files/pressreleases/theasianhornet-vespavelutina.docx_(1)_1474905146.pdf
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This will be the third year we have now run this survey looking at queen problems in our area, such as: 

 Young queens were failing early 

 Supersedure of young queens 

 Queens just ‘disappearing’ 
Please see  www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html  for further explanation. 
 
We presented the data on 2014 and 2015 at the WSBKA spring convention and I wrote about it in County 
News, in March 2016. 
 
We are using the same questionnaire for 2016 but it can be used for any earlier year if you have records 
you can transcribe.  Your answers will help us determine the extent of the problem and how it changes 
from year to year.  If you had no problem, we would still like to hear from you. 
 
Guidance notes for survey below: 
Q1. If the queen came from elsewhere please indicate e.g. bought or given, or in a swarm.   If you make a 
split start a new column for this new colony and put the month in top row.   If you include a swarm or 
new colony start a new column and give the month started. 
Q2. Ideally this should be the state of the brood at the first or second inspection in the spring.   Normal, 
drone, drone in worker cell (DIWC).   Include % empty cells or DIWC if assessed. 
Q3.  Why was the old queen changed?  Culled, moved, superseded, swarmed, lost, failed, drone layer etc.   
Was the new queen one you had raised, local, UK or import? 
Q4. State the month a new queen started laying or if she was lost or failed to lay, the month she 
emerged. 
Q5 and Q7. Please indicate the brood from the new young queen NOT the one she has replaced.   Normal, 
drone, drone in worker cell (DIWC). 
Q6. Only complete this if a second new queen was either reared or introduced.   If introduced was she 
one you had raised, local, UK or import? 
Q8. If none of the queens in a colony went into the winter, what was the outcome or reason? e.g. further 
supersedure, drone layer, lost, united colonies etc. 
 
Any queries to Roger Patterson: roger-patterson@btconnect.com or  
Jim Norfolk: jimnorfolk@btinternet.com  
 
Queen Survey for Year …......... 
 
Include queens reared in normal colonies on standard frames. i.e. do not include mating nucs or Apideas 
etc.   If you don’t know leave the answer blank. 
 
How many colonies did you have on 1st April of this year? ……....    How many colonies did you have on 1st 
September?........... 
 
Apiary Location: First part of post code e.g. PO20  ….......................... 

Type of apiary location e.g. urban □, suburban □, rural □ 
 
Commercial Crops:  OSR □, field beans □, orchard fruit □, soft fruit □.   
Other …........................................................(Include any within 2 miles that make a major contribution) 

Queen Survey 2016 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinernet.com
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What treatments have you used in the last year ? 
Autumn 2015 ………………………........………......   Winter  2015 ……………....................………………   
Spring  2016  ………………….................………….            Summer  2016…....................................................... 
Comments: 
 

If you had any identified diseases, e.g Nosema or a named bee virus, please indicate when and in which 
colony. 
Colony ID.....................  Disease …...................   Date identified …....................... 
Comments: 
 

 

Queen Survey for Year …......... 

Any other observations/comments:  
 
 
 
 
Many thanks for your help.  Please e-mail completed survey to: jimnorfolk@btinternet.com  

 
 

 Colony ID       

1 Age of queen in March and 
origin? 

      

2 Brood: Normal, drone or 
drone in worker cell 
(DIWC) 

      

3 If queen replaced give rea-
son and origin of new 
queen 

      

4 Month 1st new queen 
started laying? 

      

5 Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell 
(DIWC) 

      

6 If second new queen - rea-
son, origin and month she 
started laying 

      

7 Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell 
(DIWC) 

      

8 Which queen went into 
winter?  The one in row 1, 
3 or 6? If none of them 
what happened?  

      

mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com
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Continuation sheet number (if required)  #.............    Year ............. 

Further Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A download copy is available on the website for ease of completion: www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html 

 Colony ID       

1 Age of queen in March and 
origin? 

      

2 Brood: Normal, drone or 
drone in worker cell 
(DIWC) 

      

3 If queen replaced give rea-
son and origin of new 
queen 

      

4 Month 1st new queen 
started laying? 

      

5 Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell 
(DIWC) 

      

6 If second new queen - rea-
son, origin and month she 
started laying 

      

7 Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell 
(DIWC) 

      

8 Which queen went into 
winter?  The one in row 1, 
3 or 6? If none of them 
what happened?  

      

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html

